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SURGICAL LECTURES. 


Theatre, St. Thomas's Hospital, 
Monday Evening, 
April 18, 1824. 


LECTURE 54. 


The subject of this evening’s 

Lecture will be the Venereal 
Disease. 
_ Where are two poisons com- 
municated by venereal inter- 
course; one the poison of 
gonorrhea, which, falling upon 
a mucous surface, produces from 
that surface a discharge of mat- 
ter which is infectious; the 
other, the poison of siphylis, 
which, applied to the surface of 
the skin, or as far as is known 
at present to any surface, pro- 
duces inflammation ard ulcera- 
tion, forming a sore which is 
called chancre; which, being 
received into the absorbent 
glands, occasions bubo, and 
which being conveyed into the 
circulation, produces inflamma- 
tion and ulceration in the throat, 
on the skin, the periosteum and 
the bones. 


Of Virulent Gonorrhea. 


When gonorrheeal matter is 
applied to the urethra, the fol- 
lowing symptoms generally arise 
in three or four days after its 
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application: The patient first 
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experiences a sense of titillation 
in the urethra, as if a drop of 
urine were contained init. ‘This 
directs his attention to the part, 
and he finds that the lips of the 
urethra are red, and that there 
is a slight mucous discharge.— 
The next circumstances which 
take place are these: the urethra 
begins to be affected with con- 
siderable heat, and he expe- 
riences pain in discharging his 
urine; this state is called 
ardor urine. ‘The pain in- 
creases till it becomes in many 
cases excessively severe; there 
is an appearance of threads mix- 
ed with the urine, which arises 
from the adhesive inflammation 
in the lacune of the urethra. 
The next effect is a considerable 
diminution in the stream, the 


swollen state of the urethracon- — 


tracting the size of the canal. 
The urine is often discharged ia 
two, three, or more streams, 
in consequence of the contracted 
and irregular state of the uretha. 
At first the discharge from 
the urethra is mucous, but 
after a little time it assumes a 
purulent appearance. The mat- 
ter becomes yellow, and if the 
inflammation is very consider- 
able, green ; and it is often inter- 
mixed with blood, so as to give 
a sanious appearance to the dis- 
charge. You are enabled there- 
fore from the colour and appear- 
ance of the matter, to judge of 
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the degree of inflammation in 
the urethra. ‘These are the cir- 
cumstances which occur with 
respect to the appearance of the 
matter. I should observe toyeu 
that although the appearance of 
this fluid is purulent, it has not 
really the character of common 
pus. if you examine the dis- 
charge by the aid of a magni- 
fying power, you will find that 
though there may be some few 
globules of pus, the greater part 
of the discharge is mucous. ‘The 
time this matter will continue 
to discharge is quite indefinite. 
Kt is said that gonorrhea will 
wear itself ont, but it will sooner 
wear out the patience of the 
patient. I have known it con- 
tinue for months, and I shall 
have occasion to mention a case 
in which it continued to be in- 
fectious during all that time. 
Itsometimes continues forso long 
a time, notwithstanding all the 
means which may be employed 
for its cure, as to be an oppro- 
brium to our art. in no case, 
however, ought you to rely on 
the efforts of nature for its cure, 
for in general you may very 
much expedite the cure by adopt- 
ing a juticiovs method of treat- 
ment. Besides these external 
effects on the urethra, gonor- 
rheea takes also an internal 
course. It does not confine 
itself in its external effects to 
the beginning of the urethra, but 
often produces an erisypelatous 
inflammation of the glands and 
frenum, occasioning effusion 
into the prepuce and phymosis. 
The absorbent vessels on the 
dorsum penis, often become en- 
larged and hard, and produce 
litile abscesses, which go on to 
suppuration, The glands of the 
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groin are sympathetically affec- 
ted, and in a first gonorrbaa 
seldom fail to become enlarged 
and painful. Where this eifect 
takes place from gonorrhcea 
several glands of the groin are 
affected at the same time, 
whereas in the absorption of 
the poison of siphylis a single 
gland only is enlarged on each 
side. Abscesses are very rarely 
occasioned by a sympathetic en- 
largement of the glands of the 
groin from gonorrheea; they 
may almostalways be prevented 
by proper attention on the part 
of the surgeon. When I say 
the giands of the groin are sym- 
pathetically afiected | am aware 
that this is not a strictly proper 
term for this species of irritation, 
because the swelling undoubt- 
edly arises in consequence of the 
gonorrhoeal inflammation run- 
ing along the course of the ab- 
sorbent glands; it is a continu- 
ation of the inflammation along 
the course of the absorbent ves- 
sels. With respect to the inter- 
nal course of gonorrhea, the 
effusion in the urethra often 
proceeds further than the ori- 
ginal seat of the inflammation. 
Swelling and suppuration often 
takes place in the mouths of the 
lacunee: matter is very com- 
monly accumulated in the lacu- 
ne, and especially in the lacuna 
magna, which may be known by 
a swelling and fluctuation on 
the sides of the froenum. Irrita- 
tion and inflammation also takes 
place in the corpora spongiosa, 
producing that painful state of 
the parts termed chordee, in 
which the penis feels as it it were 
bound down, so as to prevent a 
complete extension. ‘The penis 
is sometimes curved, and some~ 
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times turned considerably to one 
side. The next effect of gonor- 
rlicea is the production of stric- 
ture, which is generally seated 
near the bulb of the urethra, 
and arises from the diminished 
diameter of the canal, in con- 
sequence of the thickening of 
the part from inflammation ; 
another effect is an inflammatory 
state of the muscles of the peri- 
neum, accompanied with great 
irritation and violent spasmodic 
contractions. 

The inflammation sometimes 
extends itself to the spot where 
the vasa deferentia open at the 
veru montarum, producing a 
swelling which wag absurdly 
called hernia humoralis. When 
it extends to the prostatic part 
of the urethra, there is great 
irritation at the neck ofthe blad- 
der; the patient is often under 


the necessity of pressing on the 
permeum, when he makes water 
and soon after inflammation of 


the testicle begins. Whenever 
an old fool gets a gonorrhea 
itis generally accompanied with 
an enlarged state of the prostate 
gland, and he rarely escapes 
without experiencing the most 
excruciating suffering from this 
cause. It rarely happens that 
an old man gets this disease 
without having biiter reason to 
repeut of his folly. ‘The bladder 
becomes affected, in consequenee 
of the gonorrhceal inflammation, 
it becomes highly irritable, and 
the patient experiences a con- 
stant inclination to make water. 
Thus gonorrhoea producesvarious 
effects not only in its external, 
byt in its internal course, such 
as abscesses in the lacuna, stric- 
ture, inflammation of the pros- 
tate. gland, and irritability of 
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the bladder. Itis not sosimple 
a disease therefore as you might 
at first be disposed to imagine. 
There is no comparison as to the 
difficulty of getting rid of syphy- 
lis and gonorrhoea ; syphilis is 
a disease which a child may ge- 
nerally cure; gonorrhcea is a 
disease which very often baffles 
the longest experience, and the 
greatest professional skill. Hav- 
ing described to you the symp- 
toms of gonorhcea, I shall make 
a few general observations on 
the disease before 1 proceed to 
speak of the treatment of it. In 
the first place, what is the time 
in which it appears after con- 
nexion? The usnal limit is from 
four to séen days; it is seldom 
under four, and very rarely ex- 
ceeds seven days. | have known 
it, however, occur within twen- 
ty-four hours after connection, 
and sometimes a fortnight or a 
longer time will elapse before it 
appears. | have known an in- 
stance in which it was delayed 
for fourteen weeks, in const- 
quence, I believe, of the general 
indisposition of the patient. The 
cause of gonorheea is undoubt- 
edly inflammation of the lucune 
of the urethra, and particularly 
the lacuna magna. You will have 
an opportunity of seeing the 
state of the :acune under this 
infammation, in the injected 
urethra, in two different prepa-~ 
rations. The inflammation is 
of the erisypelatous kind, but 
there is no appearance of ulce- 
ration. Lf ulceration were pro- 
duced, the membrane of the 
urethra would soon give way. 
It is merely a secretion from the 
mouths of the vessels; ulcera- 
tion does occasionally take place 
ia the Lucune but not in the ure- 
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thraitself. When theinflamma- 
tion runs high it extends down 
to the bulb of the urethra. Many 
years ago, 1 had an opportu- 
nity of examining the urethra 
of aman who was executed, 
and who had gonorrhcea at the 
time of his execution. The in- 
flammation had extended down 
to the bulb of the urethra ; for 
an inch or aninch anda half 


down the urethra, was exceed- | 


ing red, and there was some ef- 
fusion of matter on the internal 
surface; the urethra was red at 
the bulb, but not of so deep a 
colour. Theinflammation there- 
fore is not confined to an inch or 


aninchandahalfdowntheureth- | 
ra,butoften extends over the bulb | 
of the urethra, and in this way | 


produces strictures. 


In the) 


case to which I allude the | 


gororrhceal inflammation had ex- 
tended at least seven inches down 
the urethra. In general on ex- 


amination of a subject who has | 


died under gonorrhea you will 
find asmall quantity of purulent 
matter at the extremity of the 
penis, and inflammation extend- 
ing about an inch and a half 
down the urethra, which, if ex- 
posed to the air for 24 hours, 
assumes a florid redness. With 
respect to the manner in which 
this disease is performed, I have 
heard some very curious and 
laughable disquisitions on this 
subject, by persons who prefer 
entering into such speculations 
to making observations for them- 
selves, ere can be no doubt 
that the disease is produced by 
the direct application of the poi- 
son to the lips of the urethra, 
for you will find that the first 
symptom which takes place is a 
pouting state of the lips of the 
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urethra, arising from inflamma- 
tion. The lips are first at- 
tacked, and the inflammation 
gradually extends itself to the 
internal surface of the urethra ; 
the disease begins from without, 
and extends itself to the inter- 
nal surface. So much for the 
manner in which the poison is 
received. We find that the dis- 
charge from gonorrhcea is very 
much affected by constitutional 
causes. A man shall have an 
abundant discharge from the 
urethra, considerable pain, and 
even chordee, and if he should 
geta fever, the discharge dis- 
appears, the pain ceases, and 
he will be entirely free from all 
symptoms of the disease for a 
period of from seventeen to 
twenty days. As soon, how- 
ever, as he begins to recover 
from his fever, the discharge of 
matter will be removed, the 
pain and chordee will return, 
and a long time may elapse be- 
fore the disease can be removed. 
These constitutional causes sus- 
pend the action of gonorrhea, 
but the symptoms will retura as 
soon as the constitutional irri- 
tation ceases. You will gene- 
tally find the cure of gonorrhea 
difficult in proportion as the con- 
stitution of the patient is dis- 
posed to strumousaffections. If 
a patient has pimples in his face, 
enlargement of the glands of 
the meck, a thin delicate skin 
and irritable fibre, you may ex- 
pect to have great difficulty in 
curing him of gonorrhea, | 
shall now proceed to speak 


Of the Treatment of Gonorrhea, 


The treatment of gonorrhaa 
is founded on two principles ; 
the disease may be either treated 


simply by diminishing infam- 
mation, or it may be treated by 
producing a change in the ac- 
tion of the part, by which the 
disease is removed in a short 
period. These are the two 
principles on which surgeons 
actin the treatment of gonor- 
rheea. In the first place, gen- 
tlemen, let me observe to you 
that no greater folly, and indeed 
cruelty, can be committed, than 
that of giving mercury to~ pa- 
tients for the cure of this disease. 
A man who gives mercury in 
gonorrheea really deserves to be 
flogged out of his profession, 
because he must be quite igno- 
rant of the principles on which 
this disease is to be cured. To 
give mercury to a young and 
irritable person, who is pro- 
bably constantly exposed to vi- 
cissitudes of temperature for a 
disease which does not require 
it; thus exposing the health 
and even the life of the patient 
to danger, is in the present state 
of our knowledge, perfectly un- 
pardonable. It is lamentable to 
reflect on the number of lives 
which must have been destroyed 
by pthisis and otherwise, in con- 
sequence of the imprudent ex- 
hibition of mercury for a dis- 
ease which did not require it, | 
which prevailed among the 
older surgeons At the presen 
time, however, a surgeon 
be either grossly ignorant, or 
shamefully negligent of the duty 
which he owes to the character 
of his profession, snd to the 
common dictates of humanity, if 
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whether mercury has any effect 
on that disease. Loa, gentle- 
men, at 100 patients in our foul 
wards, many of whom come into 
+ the Hospital with siphylis and 
| gonorrhoea, and many,| am sorry 
to say, who have only gonor- 
rhoea, but who are invariably 


carried to these wards. What 
is the miserable treatment 
of these patients! You are 


aware,gentlemen, that I scarce- 
ly ever enter the foul wards of 
the other hospital :~when apar- 
ticular case demands my atten- 
tion, | have the patient removed 
to a clean ward, I will tell you 
why I do not enter these wards, 
gentlemen. 1 abstain from ens 
tering them, because patients 
under gonorrhea are compelled 
to undergo so infamous a systerh 
of treatment that I cannot bear 
to witness it. To compel an 
unfortunate patient to undergo 
a course of mercury, for a dis- 
ease which does not require it, 
is a proceeding which reflects. 
disgrace and dishonour on the 
character of a medical institu- 
tion. No consideration shall in- 
duce me to repress my feelings 
on this subject—no authority 
shall restrain me from giv- 
ing full expression to those 
feeli As long as I continue 
a surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, I 


will endeavour to do my duty, 


but I care not whether [ con- 
tinue & surgeon of that Hospital 
another day, 1 do say that the 
prosont treatment of patients 
under gonorrhcea in these Hose 
pitals, by putting them unnee 


he persists in giving meroury | cessarily under a course of mere 


for this disease, Let those per- 
sons who suppose that gonor 
rhoea can be cured by mercury, 
go round our wards and see 
net 


cury for five or six weeks, is 
infamous and disgraceful. ‘The 
health of a patient is perhaps 
irremediably destroyed by this 
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treatment, and after all not the 
slightest effect is produced by 
it on the disease. If he is cured 
of his gonorrhoea at all, he must 
be cured by other means. If 
you go to a patient for gonorr- 
hoea in the foul wards at the 
end of his course, and ask him 
how many times he has rubbed 
in, he will generally answer 
“twenty-eight times.”’ If 
you ask whether he is salivated, 
he will tell you that he spits 
three pints a day, bnt ask him 
whether his gonorrhoea is cured, 
and he will reply “ No, | have 
my clap still upom me.” His 
disease is not in the slightest 
degree affected by the mercu- 
rial course to which he has been 
so unpardonably subjected, and 
tt will soon after be necessary to 
eure him by injections,or other 
means. When so infamous a 
practice prevails I cannot satisfy 
my own feelings by resorting to 
milk and water language ; every 
man of common feeling aud 


honesty, is bound’ to speak out! the 


on stch an occasion. It is 
wholly unnecessary to give mer- 
cury in aay form for this disease. 
When a patient applies to you 
for a first clap, it seldom hap- 
pens that he can be cured by the 
same means which ma 1R be suc- 
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I will state to you the rlan 
which I have found to answer 
better than any other, witiout 
meaning, however, to say that 
this plan is better than those 
which may have been adopted 
by others. When the patient 
applies to you for his first clap, 
there will be generally a great 
deal of inflammation, and I ad- 
vise you to give the sulphat 
of magnesia with the infusion of 
senna. Anounce of the Salphat 
of magnesia may be mixed with 
six ounces of the infusion of 
senna, and three table-spoonfuls 
given two or three times a-day, 
so as to purge the patient very 
actively. You may afterwards 
give the submurias hydrargyri 
with extract of colocynth, bat 
merely as a purge, for if it were 
to act as a mereurial, | would 
not give it at all. There is no 
necessity for giving calomel, 
unless you wish it to act on the 
liver, as well as on the intes- 
tival canal. Having purged 
patient very freely you 
will direct him to take diluting 
drinks, of which he can hardly 
take too much. ‘Two drachms 
of the carbonate of potash, or 
the subcarbonate of soda, should 
be taken ima quart of some di- 
Inting drink in the course of a 


cessfully employed in” subse- 
puent claps. ‘The first clap i 


day: capillaive, or tea, will 
nswer this purpose very well ; 


generally mach more difficult to}sOme advise the gum of acacia, 
cure than those which subse-|butywhether it does any good, 


quently occur. I shall proceed te 
State to you, the result of the 
‘experience which have had in 
-the cure of this disease, for thirty 
-three or thirty four yerrs. 

If | have uot yet learnt the 


or not, kdo not know. I have 
fot the liquor caleis a very 
excellent ciluent in thig disease. 
Soda water is often useful, but 
it must be ascertained whether 
it prodnees iritability of the 


i 


best mode of treating it, I have 
no hope that I can know any 


thing more on the subject.—} ing iritability. 


bladder; for, in some 
Lit inereases, instead of diminish- 
Lf it increases 
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very much the inclination to | be employedis the liquor plumbi 


make water, it should not be per- 
sisted in; if it does not produce 
this effect, it is a very excellent 
diluent. The penis should be 
suffered to hang for a consider- 
able time in warm water, which 
will relieve the inflammation, 
and produce nearly all the good 
of a warm bath. When the 
ardor urinx and pain from chor- 
dee is very severe, twenty drops 
of the liquor potasse, with 
from three to five grains of the 
extraction of conia ,in the mistura 
camphorata, may be given with 
considerable advantage. ‘This 
is the plan which you should 
pursue during the first week. 
You may then apply lint dipped 
in the liquor plumbi subacetatis, 
to the part. Do not use an in- 
jection in the first instance, 


but pursue the plan I have 
pointed out to you during the 


first ten days. At the end of 
this time, when the inflamma- 
tion has ina great degree subsid- 
ed, you may begin, by giving the 
patient the balsamum copaibe. 
An ounce of the balsam may 
be mixed with an ounce of 
the mucilage of acacia and | 
four ounces of the mistura 
camphorata, and a table spoon- 
ful given morning and evening. 
Having given this mixture for 
two days, the discharge will be 
very considerably diminished, 
and you may then order an in- 
jection of the liquor plumbi su- 
bacetatis dilutus. This is the 
mode, gentlemen, in which 
gonorrlicea as far as 1 know, is 
to be curedin the safest and most 
expeditious manner. In the 
third week I continue to give 
the balsamum copaibe ; and the 


best injection which can then 


subacetatis dilutus, with the 
suiphate of zine. 

R: Sulphatis Zinci, gr. vi. 

Liq. Plumbi subacet. di- 
luti, 3 iv. 

By this plan you will gene- 
rally succeed in curing a go- 
norrheea safely and expedi- 
iously. If, instead of using an 
injection, you sulfer the dis- 
charge to ran on, week after 
week, you will be almost sure 
to lay the foundation of stric- 
ture. 

Ifa patient apply to you fora 
second or third clap, you will 
uot proceed in this way, but 
give him the balsam of capivi 
immediately, which will in ge- 
neral put a speedy stop to “the 
discharge. ‘lhe inflammation 
of a second clap is compara- 
tively slight, and in general it 
will only be necessary to give 
the balsam copaibie for a week, 
and then begin with the injec- 
tion of the liquor plumbi suba- 
cetatis dilutus, and the sulphate 
of zine. Ina first clap it is 
better to begin with the liquor 
plumbi subacetatis dilutus in the 
first instanee, because this is 
less irritating, and afterwards to 
use it in combination with the 
sulphate of zinc. The treat- 
ment which is necessary to 
subdue inflammation in a first 
clap is in general entirely 
upnecessary in subsequent 
claps.—Various other injec- 
tions are employed in the 
treatment of gonorrhea; halfa 
grain of the sulphate of copper 
in an ounce of rose water is a 
powerful injection ; a solution of 
the oxymuriat of mercury makes 
a very irritating injection, if of 


any strength, and should not be 
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resorted to in the first instance. 
It is used in the proportion of 
one grain to twelve ‘oun- 
ces of distilled water. You 
should feel your way in the use 
of irritating injections; if they 
produce much inflammation, you 
should suspend the use of them : 
and if, on the other hand, they 
excite no pain at all, you 
may gradually increase their 
strength. Do not continue the 


use of the same injection, if it | 
does not answer the purpose | 


very quickly; for you will 
otherwise be only laying the 
foundation of stricture. It is 
mueb better to vary your injec- 


tion, than to persist in the use | 


of the same injection, if it does 


not very speedily put a stop to | 
often | 


the discharge. it will 


happen that a patient will con- | 


tinue for a length of time under 
the hands of his surgeon without 


getting rid of the discharge.— | 
if a patient should come to vou | 
under these circumstances, what | 
I recommend you to do is to! 
begin immediately the use of) 
The | 


bougies with injections. 
use of bougies will increase the 


discharge for a time; but being | 


combind alfierwards with the 
use of an injection of the sul- 


phate of zine will generally suc- | 


ceed in effecting «a cure. With 


respect to the number of times | 
the patient should inject, three | 


or four times a day will be quite 
sufficient. As to the strength of 
the injection, it should be in- 
creased so as to produce a slight 
degree of irritation: but it is 
better to vary theinjection, than 


to increase its strength in any | 
There are other | 


great degree. 
means of curing gonorrhoea by 
producing a change in the ac- 
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! tion of the urethra, as for in- 
stance, by the use of cubebs. I 
‘remember the time when this 
remedy was much ridiculed, but 
there is now no surgeon of the 

least experience who does not 
acknowledge that it is a very 
| powerful remedy in this disease. 
‘The value of this remedy may 
| be known by applying to any 
| merchant with respect to it. A 
shert time ago it was introduced 
into this country in very small 
quantities; but now, such is 
its acknowledged efficacy, that 

whole ship-loads of it are an- 
|nually brought into the port of 
London. | do not say that it 
would be advisable to employ 
this remedy at once for a first 
gonorrhoea, where the symptoms 
of inflammation run very high 
in a young and irritable person ; 
it is better not to begin with the 
use of it until a week or ten days 
have elapsed, and the infiamma- 
tion is considerably reduced. | 
will tell you how | first learnt 
the value of this remedy: a gen- 
tleman from Java, who had lived 
for some time in Batavia, en- 
| tered my room, and unbuttoning 
his clothes, immediately shewed 
/me the part about which his 
_ mind was uneasy, and asked me 
whether | thought a sore upon 
it was venereal. | said certainly 
not. He said he was glad to 
hearit, for if it had been a chan- 
cre, he should have supposed 
that it had been produced by 
his curing a gonorrhoea very 
suddenly. He was running 
away very hastily, when |! 
requested him to tell me how 
he had cured his gonorrhoea so 
suddenly. Why he said by 
cubebs. Cubebs, said 1, what 
is that? for I had really at that 
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time never heard of such a 
thing. Why, said he, it is a 


201 


week after, the discharge not 
having entirely disappeared, 


species of Java pe; per. and if| he called on me to know whe- 


you likeI will send you a bottle 
of it. L said should be obliged 
to him; he accordingly sent 
me a small bottle of it, which I 


put into my desk, where it re- | 


mained, without my thinking 


ther he might take wine the 


next day, when he was to give 


his dinner-party. told him 


| saw no objection to it, and the 


effect of the wine he drank on 


that day, added to the cubebs, 


any thing more of the circum- | 
stance. Two or three mouths | 
| Cubebs appears to produce a 


after, he came to me again, and 
said that as he had a severe 


gonorrhea, he shouldbe obliged | 


to me, if I had any of the cu- 
bebs left, to let him have a little 
of it. This was on Thursday ; 


completed his cure, for the dis- 
charge did not return afterwards, 


specific inlammation of its own 
on the urethra, which has the 
effect of superseding the go- 
norrhceal inflammation. They 
who have tried cubebs, and do 


I gave him the bottle, and after | not acknowledge its value, as a 
examining the state of his go- | remedy for gonorrhcea, cannot 
norrheea,which was very severe, lave made any accuraté obser- 


1 requested him to let me see | vations on the subject. 


him on the following Monday. 
He came to me on that day, and 
the discharge was quite gone. 
This excited my attention, and 
I began to think that it must be 
a medicine of great power. 
Very soon afier, a gentleman 
came to me, and said that as he 
was going to give a very large 


dinner party, and should be | fora great length of time. 


| 


Itis a 
remedy of a most admirable and 
useful kind, and may be given 
with advantage even in the in- 
flammatory stages of gonorrhea, 
provided the inflammation does 
not run excessively high. It is 
a most useful remedy also for 
the cure of gleet,as it is called, 
where gonorrhoea has continued 
In 


obliged to drink a great deal | the very early stages of gonor- 


of wine, he wished to be cured | 


of a clap immediately. I told 
him I could not promise to do 
any such thing, but if he liked 
1 would give him a remedy, 
whicha-entieman fromJava had 
used with great success, and | 
then related to him the cireum- 
stance which I have just men- 
tioned. The gentleman said he 
would try it, and he should pre- 
fer it to the balsam of capivi ; 
of which the people in his 
house knew the smell. (A 
laugh). He began taking two 
drachms three times a day on a 


Tuesday, aud on Wednesday 


rhoea, when the inflammation is 
just beginning, it often succeeds 
in removing the disease in a very 
short space of time. I have one 
more observation to make with 
respect to this remedy, namely, 
that the greatest advantage may 
be derived from combining its 
use with that of the balsam of 
copaiba. An ounce of the bal- 
sam of copaiba, an ounce of the 
mucilage of acacia, and two 
drachms of cubebs in four ounces 
of the mistura camphorata makes 
an admirabie mixture when the 
balsam of copaiba alone is be- 


ginning to lose itseffect. Such, 
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ay 
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gentlemen, as it appears to me, 
is the mode of treating gonor- 
thea which will best contribute 
to the maintenance of your own 
professional character, and to 
the welfare of your patients. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS. 


Court or EXAMINERS. 


“Gentlemen, ye are egregious asses 
and dirty hucksters.”’ 


It is our intention in the pre- 


sent article, to examine the law | 


that has lately emanated from 
this body corporate, in order to 
show how absurd it is in prin- 
ciple, and how injurious it 
must inevilable prove in its con- 
sequence, to the interests of 
science. The motives which 
have given rise to this measure 
are so ostensible, that no indi- 


vidual can be mistaken respect- 


ing them, and on this account 
an universal feeling of indigna- 
tion has been excited through- 
out the profession at a body, 
which could venture so far to 
bid defiance to public opinion, 
as to enact a measure, the only 
object of which is to enrich 
those who have passed it. It will 
be worth the while before we 
proceed any further, just to see 


what the College has advanced 
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on behalf of the regulation in 
question, it is as follows :— 
Court or EXAMINERS 
in pursuanee of their duty, to 
promote the cultivation of sound 
chirurgical knowledge, (mark, 
O reader !) and to discountenance 
practices which have a contrary 
tendency, have resolved, 


“That all certificates of attendance at 
lectures on anatomy, physiology, the 
theory and practice of surgery, and of 
the performance of dissections, be not 
received by the Court, except from the 


| appointed Proressors of Anatomy and 


Surgeryia the Universities of Dublin, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen ; 
or from persons teaching in a school, 
acknowledged by the medical establish- 
ment of one of the recognized, or from 
persons being Physicians or Surgeons 
to any of those hospitals.” 


First, we shall examine how 
far this measure is capable of 
the cultivation of 
sound chirurgical knowledge, 


promoting 


and discountenancing practices 
which havea contrary tendency; 
and, secondly, shew that it is 


, very unlikely the College of 


Surgeons, constituted as it is at 
present, will ever pass any laws 
or regulations that can effect so 
desirable an object. 

Sound chirurgical knowledge 
can only*be promoted by allow- 
ing the greatest possible freedom 
of competition between surgical 
and anatomical teachers. This 
proposition is as true in science, 
as it is in political economy 
that a free trade is most advan- 
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tageous to a country. If it be 
for the advantage of a country 
that commerce should be un- 
restricted, in order that the 
people may be able to get those 
commodities which are the best 
and cheapest, “is it not equally 
forthe. benefit of science that 
no restriction should be laid on 
the communication of know- 
ledge? By allowing one man 
to compete with another in the 
way of affording instruction, a 
stimulus to exertion is held out 
to all who enter the list, and 
the result is, that the individual 
who possesses most information 
and is able to communicate it 
best, will be most handsomely 
remunerated: the advantages 
accruing from competition to 
those who seek instruction, is, 
that by means of it they obtain 
better information than they 
would if there had been no 
competition ; and to science that 
an inducement is offered to in- 
dividuals to advance it, by the 
remuneration they derive from 
their exertions. One would 
think it quite needless to prove 
what is almost self-evident, if 
the regulation of the college 
which has called forth these 
remarks, was not in direct op- 
position to it. What say the 


Court of .Examiners:— “ We 


will receive no certificates 
of attendance on certain lectures. 
but from hospital physicians and 
surgeons, the appointed profes- 
sors of anatomy and surgery to 
4 universities;’’* then comes a 
phrase, the exact meaning of 
which we are scarcely able to 
understand from the vagueness 
with which it is expressed ; ‘and 
persons teaching in a school 
acknowledged by the medical 
establishments of one of the re- 
cognized hospitals.” ‘Thus the 
Court of Examiners say we 
wish to uphold the dignity of 
the profession, and therefore- 
have determined only to receive 
the certificates of certain in- 
dividuals, whom we think most 
competent, But why do the Ex- 
aminers think the hospital sur- 
geons most competent persons 
to instruct ? Is it because they 
possess such valuable opportu- 
nities? But do we not all know 
that men with the most exten- 
sive means of improvement will 
not avail themselves of them to 
their own advantage, or that of 
others, unless they have a 
motive, and that by preventing 
competition, you remove the 
most powerful motive that can 


*Itis a fine joke that men who are 
unable to e their ideas either in 


telligibly or gramatically, should legis~ 
late for the whole profession | 


| 
> 
| 
* 
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act on them? But no, gentle- 
men, you have been, or are still 
hospital surgeons yourselves, 
and therefore you have passed 
this measure for your own ad- 
vantage and that’ alone; but 
in justification, it may be urged 
that the certificates of ‘ persons 
teaching in any school acknow- 
ledged by the medical establish- 
ments of one of the recognized 
hospitals’”’ will be received, but 
as the teachers of the recog- 
nized hospitals have the power 
of not acknowledging any per- 
son ‘who may be likely to excel 
them, it is quite a farce to pay 
the slightest attention to this 
assertion. It is expressed in a 


clause which has a very ambi- | 


guous meaning, and apparently 
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| will be promoted by affording’ 
an inducement to men of talents 
and genius to enter the profes- 
sion, and become surgical or 
anatomical teachers ; an induce- 
ment which this measure has 
entirely taken away. If this 
regulation had existed seventy 
years ago, one of the brightest 


/ornaments of the profession* 


would probably have been pre- 
vented from becoming a teacher, 


and the good which mankind 
has derived from his labours, 
have been lost. This mea- 
sure is calculated to deter 
men of talent from embarking 
in a profession, the chief honours 
_of which are to be awarded to 
‘some dozen individuals who 
obtain their situations through 


inserted merely for the purposeof Private influence, and some, 


drawing the attention from the 
real object of the regulation. 
The court of Examiners, imstead 
of 
among surgical or anatomical 
teachers, by this measure ,aitempt 
to discourage it in every possible 
way, and we have proved that 
by competition alone can sound 
chirurgical knowledge be pro- 
moted, therefore the tendency 
of this regulation being to pre- 
vent competition is to prevent 
the advancement of surgery. 
Sound chirurgical knowledge 


encouraging competition 


without one single claim to 
justify their election. Many 
| who have already embarked in it 
will be compelled to give up the 
idea of pursuing a_ particular 
branch of it in which their 
labours might have been usefully 
employed. The cases which 
we are now mentioning are not 
simply imaginary ; owing to this 
measure they will occur, and, 
perhaps some have already oc- 
curred, There is connected 
with this affair, an individual 


* Joun Hunter, 
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for whom we have been accus- 
tomed to entertain a high re- 
spect—we allude to the distin- 
guished Professor of Surgery at 
St. Thomas’s Hospital : by sanc- 
tioning this measure he has 
cast a slur over his character, 
which all his professional at- 
tainments will not be able to 
efface. It is lamentable to see 
a man, by one single act, forfeit 
what has cost him a long life 
of labour and exertion to 
acquire—viz. the esteem of man- 
kind ; but if Sir Asttey Coo- 
PER does not openly discoun- 
tenance the measure he will 
see, perhaps when too late, 
that a reputation may be more 
easily lost than acquired. * 

The CoLLece of SurGEoNs 
constituted as it is at present, is 
not likely to pass any measure 
calculated to benefit the pro- 
fession. This may be readily 
inferred from looking at the 
absurdity and injurious tendency 
ofthe laws which this body has 
already passed, but the proposi- 
tion admits of being easily 
proved. It may be laid down 
as a general principle, that one 
man will attend to his own in- 


* We make these personal allusiors 
because, if repert speaks true, Sir 
Astiey Cooppr, in conjunction with 
Mr. ApernetTney and Mr. Cure, has 
been the chief promoter of this mea- 


sure, 


terests in preference to those of 
any other person, and it is ex- 
actly the same with any set of 
men. If a few individuals be 
appointed to watch over- the 
concerns of a large body of 
men, it is quite necessary, in 
order to secure upright con- 
duct on their part, that the in- 
terests of these few should be 
identified with those of the 
many. 

This is incontrovertible, and 
it Only remains to be inquired 
how far the interests of the 
Court or EXAMINERS are 
identified with those of the pro- 
fession, over the concerns of 
which it presides? This may 
be soon ascertained. In what 
manner are the EXAMINERS 
elected? Are they elected by 
the profession or any part of the 
profession whose interests are 
equal to those of the whole,and 
are they responsible to the profes- 
sion at large for their conduct ? 
Neither the one nor the other. 
Elected to a situation, which the 
majority of them are unable to 
fill, by a few individuals ; and 
armed with power for the ex- 
ercise of which they are respon- 
sible to no tribunal but that of 
public opinion, and only to this, 
of late, the Examiners have 
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the strongest temptation to em- 
ploy all the means they possess 
to their own advantage ; and the 
regulation which we have in- 
serted above, iliustrates the truth 
of what we assert. 

Asa scientific body, we do not 
betieve that a more contemptible 
one exists than the Court of 
Examiners. Some of them have 
been politely declared incempe- 
tent to fulfil their duties as hos- 
pital surgeons, and all have 
proved themselves unworthy of 
the trast which is reposed im 
them. The fear of public opi- 
nion has compelled them to ex- 
empt from the operation of this 
law, those anatomical teachers 
im the metropolis who are al- 
ready established, but not con- 
nected with any hospital : 
this, however, only lessens in 
a slight degree the injurious 
tendency o* the measure, whilst 
it has the effect of diminishing 
the opposition which may be 
offered toit. But we hope that 
the profession will exert itself 
im some nmianner or other, 
on this occasion, or we shall 
see the three corporate medical 
bodies intriguing with each 
other, for the purpose of de- 
grading it still more than they 
have done ; and probably shall 
next hear that the worshipful 
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Company of Apothecaries re- 
fuse to take certificates of at- 
tendance on medical lectures, 
but those delivered by the fel- 
lows of the College of Physi- 
cians. We shall shortly return 


to the subject again. 


CHEMISTRY. 


“Bodies passing from a denser 
to a rarer state absorb caloric.” 
We promised, in our last num- 
ber, to state some experiments in 
favor of this law before we point- 
ed out our objections to its appli- 
cation. We shall therefore state 
them at once. Mix together some 
powdered Muriate of Ammonia, 
(salammoniac) and water; the 
salammoniac will soon dissolve, 
or, in other words, rapidly pass 
from a solid to a fiuid state, anda 
great absorption of heat take 
place ; so much so as to produce 
a temperature many degrees 
lower than before the mixture. 
Nitrate of potassa, (nitre) will 
also produce a similar affection in 
the temperature of the mixture in 
which it is dissolved, or rather 
when dissolving. Nitre & sal am- 
moniac, when judiciously mixed 
together and thrown into just 
sufficient water to dissolve 
them, produce a degree of cold 


) capable of freezing water in the 
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midst of summer. This may be 
proved, by introducing a thin tube 
or other vessel of glass, containing 
water, into a mixture of powdered 
sal ammoniac and nitre, and pour- 
ing on the mixture a small quan- 
tity of water; the water in the 
tube will be frozen in a few 
minutes. While mentioning this 
experiment; we may observe, 
that we strongly recommend this 
process for cooling wine in sum- 
mer. We speak confidently on the 
subject, because we have been in 
the habit of «employ:ng it when- 
ever we indulge ourselves with 
drinking cooled wine in the 
height of summer. The pro- 
cess is one by which we are 
enabled to produce any degree 
of temperature we can desire for 
this purpose. All that is ne- 
cessary to be done to cool wine 
by this processis, to put the bottle 
of wine in a common wash-hand, 
or other basin, with a mixture of 
sal ammoniac and nitre, and 
to pour a little water on the 
mixture just round the bottle. 
The wine in about half an hour 
will have sufficiently cooled for 
drinking. This method is also 
ivexpensive, as the same salts 
may be used over and over again: 
The solution of the salis, after 
they have been used for cooling | 


the wine, may be evaporat- 
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ed by placing them in the sun, 
where they will soon crystalize 
and be ready again for use, as at 
first. No loss will take place, 
therefore, no expence, after the 
first cost of the salts (about 
two shillings) will be incurred. 
We have often been surprised that 
this plan is not more commonly 
employed than it seems to be, for 
with the exception of one friend, 
we know of no one who adopts it. 
We therefore notice it in this 
place, trusting that some of our 
readers will try the experiment, as 
a matter of science as well as of 
personal convenience. 

Common salt and snow when 
mixed together soon become fluid, 
and so much heat is absorbed by 
this change of form, that the ther- 
mometor falls, when introduced 
into it, 32 degrees below the 
freezing pvint of water. This 
was the greatest degree of cold 
that Fahrenheit proddced, he 
therefore fixed his zero at this 
po-at ;—hence the reason why the 
freezing point of water in his ther- 
mometor, which is generally used 
in this country, is placed at 325. 
More’ recent experiments, how- 
ever, have enabled philosopbers 
to sink the degree of cold by arti- 
ficial means 50, below the zero 
of Fahrenheit, which is 82° below 
the freezing point of water. This 


t- 
n 
. 
r 
, 
] \ 
AJ 
a 


208 


is done by mixing crystals of three 


parts mur. of lime and one of 
snow. [n all experiments of 
this kind the cold is said to be 
produced by the passing of solid 
bodies to the fluid state. 

The passage of fluids to the 
zriform state, is fouud to occasion 
a great absorption of heat. Thus 
water heated to 600 degrees un- 
der pressure, will fall to 2120 when 
the pressure is removed and a por- 
tion of the water is enabled to as- 
sume the state of vapor, in which 
state it absorbs that extra portion 
of heat which caused the water to 
indicate 600° before the small 
portion which forms itself into 
vapour could assume this form. 
The fall of temperature, effected 
by the conversion of a small 
portion of water into steam is 
this case is 388°. 
produces cold whenever it takes. 
place, in consequence, it is said, 
of the fluid assuming the zri- 
form state. Thus ether, by 


its evaporation from the bulb of a 
thermometer, sinks it to 32° in the 
height of summer. Spirits of 
wine acts in the same way; hence 
the reason why the hand always 
feels cold when spirit is poured 
on it. Water also by evaporation 
produces cold, and for this 
reason -it is sprinkled over 
the outside of the tents in 
the East Indies. Common wine 
coolers, butter coolers, &c. owe 
their value to this circumstance, 
for the composition of which they 


Evaporation 
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are made is porous, and therefore 
evaporation of the water which 
eozes through to their surface, is 
always taking place, and reducing 
the t mperature below the mean 
of the apartment, in which they 
are placed. We have observed 
the spontaneous evaporation of 
water, from the bulb of Mr. Gur- 
ney’s thermometer, to sink the 
fluid in the stem three inches. 
Water may be frozen under the 
exhausted receiver of au air pump, 
because evaporation in vacuotakes 
place very rapidly from the sur- 
face, which carries off so much 
heat from the surrounding media 
as to freeze the water. These 
facts and experiments favor the 
theory of latent heat. Our rea- 
sons for opposing this doctrine, 
we must defer until next week. 


CHEMICAL TEST OF THE 
PRESENCE GF ACETATE 
OF MORPHINE, 


We perceive from the Gazette 
de Sante that M. Dusianc, Apo- 
thecary at Paris, has announced 
to the Acapemy oF Sciences 
that he has discovered in the tinc- 
ture of galls made with alcohol a 
most accurate test for ascertaining 
the presence of Morphine in li- 
quids which contain that substance 
whether it be in conbination with 
the acetic or sulphuric acids, or 
even, which provesthe value 
of the test, if it be uncombin- 
ed with any acid ; for then it must 
be in very small quantities on ac- 
count of the difficulty of its solu. 
tion. The tincture of galls will 
be a test much preferable to Am- 
monia, the action of which is 
founded onthe greater affinity that 
it has for the acids with which the 
morphine may be united : M. Du- 
BLANG has simply announced the 
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fact in order to state his claims to 
the discovery, and promises in a 
short time to publish a work on the 
subject. 

In eonsequence of the impor- 
tance of the subject we have made 
a great many experiments on the 
acetate and sulphate of morphine, 
and simple morphine itself, in or- 
der to ascertain the comparative 
value of ammonia and tincture of 
galls as tests for discovering the 
presence of these substances, and 
we think that we have discovered 
a test preferable to either. 

In asolution of the acetate 
of morphine, we presented the 
end of a clean glass rod on 
which was adhering a drop 
of Tincture of galls, as prepared 
and sold in the shops.—no pre- 
cipitate whatever was produced. 
A drop of the tinct. of galls 
made with pure alcohol was now 
presented to the solution of 
acetate of morphine, and a 
white precipitate immediately 
fell in the test glass; supposing 
it posssible that this precipitate 
was occasioned by the liberation 
of the extra portion of galls 
which the pure spirit had taken 


up, we dropped some of it into | 


water, but no precipitate occur- 


red; so that the precipitate just | 


noticed must have been produ- 
ced by the presence of morphine. 

In another portion of the so- 
lution of acetate of morphine, we 
added a drop of the liquid ammo- 
nia; a very white precipitate 
was produced, which from its 
appearance we judged to bea 
Hydrate of Morphine, because 
it differed in appearance from 
Morphine, mechanically suspen- 
ded in water, and also from that 
precipitated by the tincture of 
galls. The precipitate formed by 
the tincture of galls,had the exact 


appearanceof morphine in colour 
&e. as it had before its union 
with the acetic acid. Liq. Potasse 
was now added to a solution of 
the acetate of Morphine, and it 
produced a precipitate exactly 
similar to that effected by the 
tincture of galls. Soda water 
also produces the same. 

The hydrosulphuretof potash 
produced a dense white pre- 
cipitate when it was dropped 
into a solution of acetate of 
morphine, but this was not at all 
characteristic of the presence of 
morphine, it being the same as 
that which is produced . when it 
is dropped into distilled water. 
The hydrosulphate of ammonia, 
and hydrosu! phate of lime, were 
employed alternately but pro- 
duced no peculiar precipitate. 

Solution of Manganese 

Ditto Platina. 

Oxalate of Ammonia. 

Acetate of lead. 

Nitrate of silver. 

Sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Barytic water. 

Lime water, &c. 
were tried respectively with the 
solution of morphine, but occa- 
sioned no precipitate whatever. 
We now tried the solution of 
Iodine, it oceasions a dense 
brick red precipitate immediately 
on touthing the solution. This 
precipitate had rather a reddish 
brown appearance when viewed 
by reflected light; but deep red 
by transmitted light. 

Several other tests were em- 
ployed without producing any 
effect worth noticing. 

The solution of the sulphate 
of morphine was tested by all 
the substances above enume- 
rated. The tinct. of galls, sol. 
ammonia, and also potassa pro- 


duced the same precipitates ag 
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they did when applied to the 
acetate. The others produced 
no precipitates different from 
those with the acetate, except 
what might be accounted for by 
the presence of sul: acid. 
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galls produce similar precipi- 
tates with many other sub- 
stances, particularly (and which 
makes it more unsatisfacto- 
ry) with poisons. The tinc- 
ture of galls dropped into a 
solution of Barytes, which is 


Iodine immediately produced 
the same red brick coloured pre- | 
cipitate as that already described | 
with the acetate of morphine. | 
To a part of this precipitate we | 
added a few drops of lig. potassee | 
and it changed toa‘light red; 
to the other part a few drops of | 
ammonia were added, and it | 
changed it to a perfect white.— | 
The precipitate produced from | 
Iodine, on the acetate of mor- 
phine, was now tested by the 
liq. potasse, and also by the 
ammonia and we found that it 
was changed yellow, or rather 
straw colour, by both. 

Morphine was rubbed with 
water and allowed to remain 
twelve hours init, when the wa- 
ter was filtered, to this solution 
neither galls ammonia,petassa,or 
soda produced a precipitate nor 
even theslightest cloud, but 
dine immediately changed it to a 
deep red. To satisfy ourselves 
that the red color was not pro- 
duced by any accidental circum- 
stances connected with the solu- 
tion of Iodine, we dropped it in 


severe poison, produces the 
same white precipitate that it 
does with morphine. When 
tincture of galls is dropped into 


‘a solution of dead, which also is 


poisonous, it occasions a similar 
precipitate to that produced from 
a solution of morphine, whether 
the acetate, citrate, or a simple 
solution of lead in a weaker 


iacid be employed. Solu‘ion of 
copper, also poisonous, occasions 


the same coloured precipitate 
with tincture of galls with 
solution of silver it also pro- 
duces the same. _lodine on the 
contrary differs in all these poi- 
sonous substances. May it not, 
therefore, be regarded as more 
valuable than either of the tests 
hitherto noticed ! 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


John W. aet 21. was ad- 
mitted into this hospital January 
15th 1824, with adisease of the 
wrist : by trade a baker, and 
consequently of very irregular 
habits going to bed at ten and 


pure water—no change of colour 
was effected. 

The muriate, citrate, and ni- 
trate of Morphine, all produced 
a brisk coloured percipitate 
when a drop of the Sol. of lo- 
dine was added to them. From 
these experiments we are led to 
believe, that Iodine is a delicate 
test for Morphine and much su- 
perior either to Ammonia or the 
Tine. of Galls, because it detects 


getting up at three, and some- 
times staying up all night, not 
addicted to the use of spirits, has 
sharp features, black hair and 
eyes. Says that about eight or 
nine months ago he was seized 
with a severe pain in his left hand 
which came on once or twice a 
day and continued for5 minutes 
It remained in this state for three 
months, the man following his 


the smallest particle in water, 


and because the ammonia and 


occupation during the whole of 
this time, when he was at last 
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obliged to diseontinue his work 
and apply fo a surgeon. The 
pain at this time had consi- 
derably increased, the hand 
was red and swollen, and its 
motion considerably impaired. 
Not deriving any relief from the 
means which were employed, 
he came to the Hospital in order 
to see whether any thing else 
could be dene. A day or two 
after his admission, the hand 
was blistered, and the -patient 
directed to take opening medi- 
cine, but about a week after 
this it was discovered that he 
had three small chancres on the 
penis, which he had not disclosed 
to the surgeon, because he 
feared that his parents might 
hear of it .they had existed 
fora little more than three weeks. 
Five grains of blue pill were 
now ordered to be taken morn- 


ing and evening, and black 
wash to be applied to the sores ; 
these got well in a few days but 
the pills were continued for near 


two months. The emplastrum 
ammoniaci eum hydrargyro and 
blisters were tried, but without 
any good effect; the hand in- 
ereased in size, and within the 
last six weeks has been very 
painful. His general health, 
which to this period had been 
unimpaired, became deranged ; 
he was obliged to keep his bed, 
his appetite failed him, and he 
began to waste in body. As it 
was suspected that matter was 
forming in the hand, poppy 
fomentations and poultices were 

lied to it, and shortly after 
this, an abscess formed on the 
inside of the wrists, just op- 
posite to the joint, which burst 
and discharged a smail eup-full 
end ‘half of matter, Through 
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the opening here formed, matter 
continued to be poured out, and 
for some little distance around, 
the skin ulecrated, anda wound 
formed. This discharge bein 
considerable ; his general healt 
becoming daily worse ; and the 
limb more painfal, it was con- 
sidered that the only plan to be 
porsued for the safety of the 
patient was to remove the arm. 
This being stated to him, on 
Monday, (May 3d) he reptied 
he was willing to undergo any 
operation that was necessary. 
He left the hospital on that day 
for the purpose of seeing his 
friends, and retarned on the 
following Thursday. On the 
next day (May 7th), having 
previonsly taken some opening 
medicine, he underwent the 
operation. The hand was re- 
moved in the usual manner, 
about three inches and half 
below the elbow. Three li- 
gatures were applied ; not much 
blood was lost. No tourni- 
quet was used ; the brachial ar- 
terybeing compressed by an as- 
sistant. The operator was Mr. 
Tyrrell. ‘The limb was careful- 
ly examined afterwards, when 
there was found beneath the 
cellalar membrane, throughout 
its whole extent, a gelatinous 
substance, which in some places 
was quite liquid; the ligaments 
were converted into this sub- 
stance, and most of the bones 
of the carpus had under- 
gone a similar change; even 
the lower part of the radius was 
also affected. From this exami- 
nation it is very apparent that 
the operation was absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

Saturday. May 8.—Took an 
anodyne fast night ; slept very 


. 
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little. Pulse 104, full; tongue 
dry, but clean; thirsty. Stump 
easy, and resting on a pillow, 
over which a fracture box is 

laced, to keep the clothes from 
it; cloth wetted with the spirit 
wash applied to it.. Allowed to 
take nothing but a little toast 
and water or barley water. 

May 9.—Sleep disturbed by 
the tooth ache; tongue clean 
and moist; bowels open once 
since the operation; stump 
quite easy. 

May 13.—The patient is go- 
ing on remarkably well; the 
stump has not yet been dressed, 
but it is quite free from pain. 
His health is improving. 

The two patients operated on 
for stone a few weeks ago by 
Mr. TYRRELL are nearly reco- 
vered. 


Maria B. et. 14 in cameram 
dictam Magdalenensem, curante 
Do. Tyrrell die Aprilis 29, 1824, 
admissaest. Ancills officii olim 
fungi solebat. Statura ejus fere 
quatuor pedum ; corpus macilen- 
tum; vultus pallidus; capilli 
oculique subfusci. Salus gene- 
ralis, ut dicitur, olim pessima, 
hodie vero haud multum turbata. 
Fluxus purulentus é vagina la- 
borat. Dicit wgrotans se tribus 
ab hinc annis in domo mercato- 
ris ancillam vixisse ; juvenem- 
que in ea domo conservum die 
quodam se, an quid esset coitus 
noverit, interrogasse. Negavit 
puella, statimque juvenis sibi, 
prout dicit, invite reluctan- 
tique florem virginitatis tenera 
illa. @tate intactum abripuit. 
Quarto post die fluxus vaginalis 
puralentus coloris fere viridis 
apparuit; ardorem urine, mul- 
tum que dolorem circa inguinis 
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regionem ambulando experieba- 
tur. De hoe morbo anum cer- 
tam consnuluit, que ei magnum 
pilularam numerum administra- 
vit. Pilule, ut videtur, ex hy- 
drargyro composite erant, quia 
os wgrotantis cito afficiebatur. 
minime tamen cessavit fluxus 
vaginalis purulentus; color 
ejus interdum viridis, interdum 
luteus fuit ; restitit dolor magis 
minus-ve acutus urinam reddendo. 
Duobus fere postannis Londinum 
venit, hee enim rure acciderant ; 
eo tempore balsamum copaibee, 
quod ex nosocomio sancti Bar- 
tholomei obtinuerat, fuxum va- 
ginalem aliquantulum diminuit. 
Postea in nosocomium Sancti 
Thome admissa est, curante Do. 
Travers, die Feb. 12, 1824. — 
Hic restitit duos fere menses; 
medicinas aperientes pro re 


nata, et pilulas terebinthine ter 


die cepit. Hoe modo morbus 
mitior reddebatur ; fluxus tamen, 
ubi nosocomium reliquit, haud 
cessaverat. Haud longo post 
tempore omnia morbisymptoma- 
ta redierunt, iterumque in nosco- 
mium S. Thome admissa est. 
Preter fluxum vaginalem octo 
ab hine mensibus morbo nasi gut- 
turisque’ laboravit. Ossa nasi 
aliquantulum densata sunt ; do- 
lorem habet agrotans, si alas 
nasi digito tetigeris. Fluxus 
est purulentus é€ naso similis 
fluxui vaginali; guttur dolore 
afficitur. Dicit egrotans se 
nunquam ulcera in pudendis 
habuisse, affirmatque se nunquam 
post primum infelicem coitum 
virum aliquem in concubitum 
admisisse. Symptomata hodie 
sunt fluxus purulentus copiosus 
e vagina: similis fluxus e naso; 
ossa nasi dolore affecta; guttur 


dolore vero ulceribus 
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affectum, uvula relaxata ; ton- 
silla dextra distensa; fauces 
rubide, mucique secretionem 
reddentes; appetitus malus, 
sitis; dolor eapitis, proesertim 
cum fluxus vaginalis dimiuuitar - 
dolor sinistra regione hypochon- 
driacé. Menses nondum appa- 
roerunt. Hoe tempore capit 
infus. gentiane compos. § iss 
ter die; pulverem rhei compos. 
Si. quotidie. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S 
HOSPITAL. 

The accidents which have 
been admitted this week, are, on 
the men’s side, a fractured arm, 
broken ribs, fracture of the 
radius of each arm, caused by 
the hind flap of a cart falling on 
them, and a man very severely 
bruised by falling out of a water 
cart. On the women’s side, 
have been admitted, a burnt 
child ; a compound fracture of 
the arm; and this evening, 
(May 13th) a woman with com- 
pound fracture of the tibia of 
the right leg ; it was occasioned 
by the wheel of a cart passing 
over it. ‘The integuments were 
lacerated in two places, but not 
by the protrusion of the bone. 

In the account of the post 
mortem examination of «aim 
SmITH’s case, we omitted to 
state that the pelvis was frac- 
tured, and that the bladder was 
exceedingly distended. - 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


’ [Continuation of the case of 
Daniel Leary, 

May 5th.—The wound was 
again dressed to-day, and looked 


213 


extremely well; pus is dis- 
charged from it, and healthy 
granulations are perceptible 
both on the scalp and dura 
meter. The fractured frontal 
bone has at the same time mate- 
rlally improved in appearance, 
and now looks healthy red and 
vascular, instead of the death 
white or leuco-cerulean aspect 
it has hitherto exhibited. On 
the right side adhesion has taken 
place partially between the 
scalp and cranium. Pulse 76, 
weak; tongue clean; bowels 
open twice ; composed and com- 
fortable. Mixtures as before. 
May 6 and 7.—No particular 
alteration. The same appear- 


ances on being dressed, and the 
same symptoms and treatment 
as already noticed. 

May 8.- Pulse 84, weak and 
inelastic ; strength considerably 


reduced; skin rather hot and 
dry; tongue furred but moist ; 
has had five or six alvine exacua- 
4ons during the night. To-day 
he is very restless and uneasy, 
and complains of pain in the 
chest, and extending also from 
the back of the head down- 
wards throughout the chain of 
the vertebre. ‘Wound dressed, 
and looks well; healthy gra- 
nulations on the scalp and dura 
mater. ‘The former mixture dis- 
continued. 

R: Tincture opii mv. 

Spiriti etheris nitrici 3j; 

Misture camphore $iss fiiat 
haustus ter die sumen dus. 

In the evening he had a severe 
rigor which lasted half an hour. 
Skin hot and dry, and the pa- 
tient complained of a sensation 
of great cold. Pulse too indis- 
tinct to be numbered; tongue 
furred; nausea. No particular 
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pain in the head; very thirsty 
A dranght of Hoffman's anodyne 
and tincture of opium in cam- 
phor mixture was given him, 
which produced a termination 
of the rigors. ‘Some time after- 
wards his pulse was 108, jarring 
to the finger. Skin hot and 
dry ; tongue farred ; sensorium 
not affected. Draughts con- 
tinued. 

May 9.—Passed a restless 
night, and had a return of the 
rigors this morning. Pulse 106; 
tongue furred of a dirty white 
colour in the centre—red at the 
edges. Wound dressed to-day; 
a great quantity of good pus is 
discharged from it, and both the 
dura mater aid scalp are form- 
ing healthy grantiations. He 
has some pain in the head, with 
disquietude and anxiety at times. 
Skin hot and dry’; mouth slight- 
ly sore ; bowels open yesterday 
evening copiously ; rather de- 
jected but perfectly sensible. 

ormer draughts discontinued. 

R: Vini ipecacuanhe m x. 

_ Liquoris ammoniz actetatis, 

Misture camphore ae $j; 
fiat haustus quartis horis su- 
mendus. 

BR: Calomelanos gr. iii. 
Pulveris antimonialis gr. iii 
fiat pilula omni nocte sumenda. 

Hirudines quatuor pone sin- 
gulam aurem. 

May 10.—Pulse 88, weak ; 
has passed a restless night ; 
tongue furred ; skin rather dry ; 
complains of great pain in the 
chest, and partic y at the 
articulation of the clavicle 
with the sternum. and at the 
cartilaginous portions of one or 
two of the ribs lying below it. 
His breathipg rather difficult 


and accompanied with a slight 
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cue Emplastram, lytte ad 
latus sterni, anda flan- 
nel rib roller was applied. 

Persistat in usu haustus super 
preescripti addendo vero singulis 
tincture scillee. m. x. 

May I1.—Pulse about 90 ;— 
tongue a little furred; bowels 
regular; skin more healthy: 
wound dressed, and exhibited 
the same appearances ; pain in 
the ehest diminished. There 
a considerable prostration .of 
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strength at present, which na- 
urally arises from the great 
uantity of pus elaborated, and 
from the low diet to which it 
has been necessary to restrict 
him. 


Erratum in the report of this 
hospital in our last number— 
page 18S—-2nd column, 4th line 
from the top, for “* temporal’’ 
read “ frontal.” 


May 12.—A few cases of frac- 
tured thigh and otber accidents 
have been admitted at this hospi- 
tal since our last report. Yester- 
day a boy, wt. about five, was 
brought here in a dying state 
from the horses of a carriage hav ; 
ing trampled on him. A great 
quantity of blood had been dis- 
charged by the mouth, and he 
died in a minute or two after his 
admission. The cranium was the 
seat of the injury, which was 
fractured on both sides. The 
scalp was not lacerated, and did 
not, till sometime afterdeath, ex j 
hibit the least appearance of in- 
jury. His friends would not al- 
low an examination of the body. 
It ismost probable, however, the 
base of the skull was fractured, 
and that internal hemorrhagewas 
the immediate cause of hisdeath, 
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ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL, 
Fripay, May 7. 

A cancer was removed from 
the lip of a man, aged 45; it 
had existed for two years, and 
had began to ulcerate at its inner 
and superior surface. 

Mr. Jerrerres, who operated 
in the absence of Sir Everarp 
Home, first ran a sharp pointed 
bistoury through the lip, just 
below the seat of the cancer, 
and carried it upwards, along 
one side of it, till an incision 
was made to the top, and the 
lip quite divided; this being 
repeated on the opposite side, a 
triangular piece of flesh contain- 
ing the disease, was removed. 
Of course the inferior coronary 
and labial arteries were cut 


through in the operation, but 


they did not require to be se- 
cured with a ligature, as the 
bleeding from them had ceased 
before it was completed. The 
divided edges of the lip were 
brought in contact by four 
stiches of the interrupted suture, 
and strips of adhesive plaster 
were afterwards placed over 
them. 

Monday, May 10.—-No opera- 
tion took place at this hospital 
to-day. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL 
Saturpay May 8. 


Mr. Wuite removed the leg 
of Christopher Natron, a little 
boy, nine years of age, and 
much emaciated, who stated 
that the disease (which was a 
scrophulous enlargement of the 
knee-joint) had existed for 
eighteen months. About six or 
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seven weeks ago, the patient 
had nearly sunk under the dis- 
ease; but his general health 
being now somewhat improved, 
no hopes of a cure being effect- 
ed, and a strong desire on his 
part for the amputation existing, 
concurred to induce the sur- 
geons to determine upon an 
operation. 

Mr. Wuirte operated in the 
usual manner, by the circular 
incision, three inches above the 
joint:owing to the arteries being 
extremely small, great difficulty 
was experienced in finding some 
of them, which, nevertheless, 
continued bleeding, and 5 or 6 
were obliged to be tied, so that 
the patient was ten minutes or 
a quarter of an hour upon the 
table, after the commencement 
of the operation, before it was 
completed. The limb being 
much emaciated a tourniquet 
could not beeasily used, andMr. 
GuTHRIE compressed the arte- 
ries with his fingers. 

Sunday May 9.—Little pain 
in the stump ; patient slept well 
in the night; pulse as before 
the operation—1 10. 

Monday, May 10.—The pa- 
tient much the same as yes- 


terday. 

Tuesday, May 11.—The pa- 
tient complains of no pain; has 
slept pretty well the last two 
nights. Pulse 120 and feeble. 

Wednesday, May 12.—The 
patient, in every respect, the 
same as yesterday. 

We omitted to state in our 
last number, the manner in 
which the bandage was applied 
in the case of John Longhurst, 
therefore we shall do it in this: 
an error of the press, which 
materially altered the sense of 
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the passage, also -took place. 
Wesaid that“ instead of a depres- 
sion felt usually in these cases 
on its surface, a small narrow 
edge is plainly perceived,” it 
should have been “a _ small 
narrow ridge js plainly per- 
ceived.” —To proceed, however, 
to the bandages. The patient 
was laid on his back, in the bed, 
with the thigh and leg extend- 
ed, so as to relax the musles, to 
allow the disunited edges of the 
patella, to come as closely in 
contact as they could be brought. 
A common bandage was first 
passed six inches above the in- 
jury, round the thigh, binding it 
as tight as the patient could con- 
veniently bear it; it was then 
carried round the under surface 
of the knee-joint to the leg 
(leaving the top of the joint 
uncovered) it proceeded thence 
down the leg, and was rolled 
two or three times round the 
foot ; a splint of deal was next 
tied along the inside of the 
limb, as bigh as the middle of 
thigh, to keep it properly ex- 
tended. 

May 12.—No accidents de- 
serving of notice have occurred 
at this hospital since our last 
report. 


Foreign Department, 


[ From the Gazette de Sante, April 15.} 


ANTIDOTE AGAINST CORRO- 
SIVE SUBLIMATE. 
' We stated some time ago 
that-M. Sapper had detected 
in gluten, the property of de- 
composing the deuto-chlorate of 
mercury. An Italian Journal 
records a case of the efficacy of 
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this antidote. A medical pupil 
swallowed seven grains of cor- 
rosive sublimate, supposing it to 
be calomel. The effects of the 
poison soon manifested them- 
selves. ‘The emulsive powder 
of gluten was administered ac- 
cording to the method suggested 
by M. Sapper; the sublimate 
was decomposed, and evacuated 
by vomiting. 

Intelligence has been re- 
ceived from Wursburg, that the 
labourer, Martin MICHEL, 
who has become famous in the 
history of the miracles of Prince 
HoHENLOHE, died at Witt- 
gausen from the effects of the 
discase of which he was mira- 
culously cured. 

Injection of Belladonna into 
the Veins.—A German journal 
States that, in a case of hydro- 
phobia, where the patient was 
unable to swallow, it was de- 
termined to inject belladonna 
into the veins. ‘The injection 
acted promptly, and the patient 
fell into a state of stupor, the 
convulsions, anxiety, and op- 
pression entirely ceasing. The 
patient was alternately sensible 
and insensible. She begun to 
be able to swallow liquids, 
though with difficulty. Some 
slight hopes of recovery were 
entertained; but the symptoms 
soon became severe, and termi- 
nated in the death of the pa 
tient. 

Dictionnaire abrégé des sciences 
Medicales, tom. X.—This vo- 
lume commences with the word 
inftbulation, and finishes with 
the word manvic. To give an 
idea of the anarchy which 
reigns in the doctrine now cal- 
led physiological, it is only ne- 
cessary to read the article irri- 
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tation, which is very short, but 
which gives us a great deal of 
novel information. We find in 
this volume an evacuative irrita- 
tion,an hypertrephic irritation, 
a transforming irritation, a de- 
generating irritation, and a great 
many other irritations. 

M. Vircy has an art cle in 
the Journal de Pharmacie, on 
the poison called woorara. It 
is probable that few persons are 
acquainted with it in France ; 
it is, however, much employed 
in America where the savages 
of the Guiana arm the points of 
their arrows with it. The 
monkeys, and other animals 
wounded by these poisoned 
arrows, fall into violent convul- 
sions, which shews that the 
poison acts principally on the 
nervous system; nevertheless, 
the savages eat it without being 
incommoded by it. It is not 
known from whatvegetables the 
woorara is extracted ; Barcroft, 
and other travellers say that it 
is taken from a plant of a climb- 
ing species; M. Vircy thinks it 
not impossible that the poison- 
ous juice of the cerbera may be 
used in it. Whatis of more im- 
portance, however, is a remark 
which has been for some time 
made, namely, that the plants 
cultivated in gardens for the 
purposes of medicine, have ua- 
dergune a sensible diminution 
in the strength of their proper- 
ties. This circumstance should 
induce us to procure them in 
their wild state whenever we 
can do so; for they grow in 
soils less rich, less sheltered, 
and less likely to fill them with 
inert juices. Am instance of 
this kind has been observed 
in the Ayosciamus niger by M. 
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Ricken, Chemist at Wittand. 
This plant cultivated gives an 
extract almost inert: while in 
its wild state it gives a much 
strongerextract. This is a very 
material circumstance in the 
practice of medicine, and may 
account for a number of anoma- 
lies and discrepancies in the re- 
sults obtained by different prac- 
tioners, 


M. lately commua- 
nicated to the Royat AcapEemy 
of Mepicine at Paris, the Ana- 
lysis which he has made of the 
violet (Viola adorata, L.). 

This distinguished Chemist has 
found in every part of this plant, 
in the roots, leaves, and flowers, 
a principle which has a great re- 
semblance to emetine, which M. 
Pe.retier discovered in the 
roots of the Ipecacuanha. 

Studied in these chemical points 
of view, the active principle of 
the violet so close'y resembles 
emetive, that M. BouLiay has 
proposed to call it indigenous 
emetine ; but for the purpose of 
better showing its origin, he has 
also proposed to cali it violine, 
distinguishing it into two kinds 
according to the state of purity 
it may he in.— Medicinal Violine 
when it is prepared as the eme- 
tine of the pharmacopewia, and 
pure violine when it is freed from 
all foreign matters. 

M. OrFita took the earliest 
opportunity of ascertaining the 
effects of violine. 

First Experiment.--Five grains 
of pure violine were administered 
to a strong dog, and then a liga- 
ture put @ its esophagus. The 
animal expevienced severe pains, 
which were manifested only b 
groans, and died in’36 hours af. 
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ter the exhibition of the violine. 
On examining the dog, traces of 
1flaimation were found through- 
out the whole extent of the ali- 
mentary canal, 

Second Experiment.—10 grains 
of Medicinal Yioline were given to 
a dog of the same streagth as the 
first, without applying a ligature 
on the esophagus. In a short 
time, vomiting took place, and 
two hours after, the animal tesum- 
ed its usual state. 

M. DuBians has exhibited to 
the Societé d’ Emulation ai Paris, 
violine which he himself prepared. 
It was in the forin of scales, of a 
reddish brown colour and ashbining 
appearance, its taste was sharp. 
bitter and very disagreeable.— 
( Gazette de Sante, April 25.) 


(From the Gazetle de Sante, April 25th.) 


Monstrosity.---M. Moreau has 
lately communicated to the Royal Aca- 
demy of Medicine, at Paris, the case ofa 
child with two heads and two trunks 
united to one pelvis. Ie has explained 
how, the child being delivered by the 
feet, the smallest of the two heads was 
lodged in the concavity of the sacrum, 
whilst the other was behind the sym- 
physis pubis, so that the oue was disen- 
gaged first, and thus was the other allow- 
ed to present itself next. M. Moreau 
intends publishing an account of the me- 
chanism of this accouchement, which 
could not possibly have taken place by 
the ordinary means, if the child had 
presented both heads atonce. ‘The mo- 
ther is ic a fair way of recovery. 


Spontaneous Perforation of the 
Stomach. 


M. MirarMeau presented to the Aca- 
demy the stomach of a man who died in 
sixteen hours of a severe colic, but who 
had never complained of pain in the 
viscus. On examining the body the 
stomach was found perforated a little 
above the pylorus; the perforation was 
round, of the size of-a shilling, and as 
if it had been done with a knife. The 
edges wete rather thick, irregular, and 
of a brown colour, having the appear- 
ance as if they had been cauterized, 
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The cavity. of the peritoneum, was 
foual full of alimentary matter which 
had escaped through the opesiag in the 
stomach. M., le docteur re- 
marks that it was of a similar affection 
that the celebrated Chemist of Arcet died 
about twenty years ago. 


Tincture of Galbanum, in Diseases of 
the Eyes. 

Doctor Watruer relates in a Ger- 
man journal that he has obtained excel- 
lent effects from a spirituous tiacture of 
galbanuminstrumous opthalmia, opaci- 
ties of the cornea, weakness of the eyes, 
produced by readiag too long, &c. He 
asserts that he has cured by this remedy, 
diseases which resisted for several 
moaths the employment of other means, 
The tincture of galbanum is used in the 
following manner :---you take a folded 
compress, and wet the part that is to 
rest against the eye with the galbanum, 
and then apply it to the affected organ. 
The patient at first expe: icnces a strong 
and burning heat which gradually dimi- 
nishes, aad becomes supportable ; at the 
expiration of an hour, you remove the 
compress, which is become dry by this 
time, and let the eye be quict for a few 
hours; then apply the compress again, 
wetted with the tincture. If both eyes 
are alfected they must be treated in the 
same manner, or rather they should be 
alternately. 


Efficcey of the Chlorate af sodain 
. Porrige. 

M. Rocne, iu a letter addresssed 
to the Acapemy or Mepicine, at 
Paris, states that he had sueceeded 
in the space of three months, b 
means of lotions made with the Chlo- 
rate of Soda, in completely curing a ti- 
nea capitis which had existed for nearly 
elevea years, aud which had resisted all 
the known remedies. The cure was 
gradually effected. 


To the Editor of The Lancet. 


Sir,—I beg leave to solicit 
the attention of your medical 
readers to a short statement, 
that not only seriously affects 
myself, but materially interests 
the professionin general, In 


may 15, 1824, 


the month of June, 1820, I ob- 
tained a patent for an injecting 
Syringe, which having been 
highly approved of by the Court 
of Examiners of the College 
of Surgeons, and by numerous 
other eminent Surgeons, was at 
length employed by Sir ASTLEY 
Cooper in an experiment for 
removing the contents of the 
stomach of an animal, to which 
laudanum had beep administer- 
ed. The suecess that attended 
this experiment induced Mr, 
Jukes, the original promulga- 
tor of this practice, to try the 
effect of this syringe upon the 
human stomach. He therefore 
again submitted to the opera- 
tion, which was most satisfac- 
torily performed by Mr. Scorr, 
with a facility and’ convenience, 
that entirely satisfied these gen- 
tlemen of the superiority of this 
syringe over that which they 
had hitherto uscd, and so con- 
vinced were they of this advan- 
tage, that they instantly dis- 
carded the instrument, known in 
the profession under the nameof 
“Mr. Jukes’s Syringe,” and 
adopted mine ; at the same time 
withdrawing their sanction to 
any other, and kindly allowing 
me the liberty of publicly as- 
serting their support of, and 
preference to my “ patent Sy- 
ringe.”” Notwithstanding this, 
the profession still contiinue to 
be supplied with the old uppa- 
ratus, either under the belief of 
its being my syringe, or from 
an impression that it is the best. 
I have therefore to request that 
yon will, with your usual im- 
partiality, allow me, through 
your very widely extended jour- 
nal, to inform the profession 
that Mr. JuKEs now uses no in- 
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strument but mine, which bears 
my name and the royal arms 
stamped upon it. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your humble obedient servant, 
Joun REap, 
30, Bridge-House-Place, Newington 
Causeway. 


SKETCHES OF THE SURGICAL 
PROFESSION IN IRELAND, 


No. IV. 
Ma. KIRBY. 
To the Editor of the Lancet. 


Srr,—There are few names in the 
Medical world, better known thanthat 
of Jonn Timotuy Kirsy, if we except 
those which occupy a standing place 
in the dailyJourn -such a8 Solomon 
and James. Weil. might this singular 
individual. exclaim, Que regio-in 
terris nostri non laboris,” for 
ia every habitable clime, from the 
Eguator to the Pole, where the genius 
of keish emigration could find a resting 
place, there are thousands dying of his 

recepts, or daily restored to health 
by thtgaudicions resapplication of his 
skill. It is-no small tribnte to bis la- 
borious industry, that his fame is com- 
mensurate with the glory of the British 
arms: into whatever part of the globe 
they have carried victory and desola- 
tion, the scions of his surgery have 
ramified, while the ental stem 
twining its rootsin the kindred seil of 
the Coburg Garden, Harcourt-street, 
still luxuriantly flourishes in all the 
pomp and vigour of undiminished ex- 
uberance. Long may it weag its } 
hoveurs, aodput forth ils anuual 
blussoms, so full of promise and disap- 
pointment. “ Non semel decimus, io 
triumphe interesting por- 
tion of Ireland, which in. these happy 
times,goes bythe name ofthe Soor: 
and which now bids fair to be long 1 
inberitance of * Rock,” and misrule, 
has the honour, woare told, of giving 
birth to the of this. memoir, as 
it has of being the nurse of many other 
adventurers. who, if traced to their 
 domus Ilium,’ might be found em- 
ployed in the alternate avocations b] 
transiating Lemer and footing turf. 
From the democratic‘loor heascen: 
at an early age to * altics” of a 
Co'lege dermitory, atransition by no 
means uncemmon in this country, 
where instead of “ 
lately asserted by 
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sons” in the House of Commons, the 
classics are often taught under the 
Shade of the hawthorn. Abeut the 
same time he commenced his Surgical 
studies under the auspices of Professor 
Hatzogay, and was ove of ihe twenty- 


five, who then composed the class of 


the Royal Coliege of Surgeons in Mer- 
cer-strect. Having kept his terms in 
the usual! way, and with the usuai im- 
rovement, be obtained the degree of 
achelor of Arts. His whole time 
however was not devoted, it seems, to 
Parnassian lore, or to bis * Anatomia 
Britannica,” for we find that at another 
school he was stil] more successful 
than at the temple of the muses, since 
instead of his courtship being rewarded 
with the sterile enjoyment of stamped 
archment, he contrived to win the 
earl of a more substantial Euterpe— 
the fair daughter of a Mr. Rosr, who 
was;returning to enjoy in his na- 
tive land, the “showers of Barbaric 
old” he had accumulated in the East. 
he ci-devant nabeb’s talents not 
having fructified, as Mr. Kinpyhad an- 
ticipated, he was of course thrown 
pretty much upon his own resources, 
andthe event proves that they were 
not unequal to his hopes. He lost no 
time in preparing himself to commence 
the world, and shortly after his me me 
he became a licentiate of the College, 
to which he was sulsequently appoint- 
ed assistant demonstrator, and is at 
this time, President. From servitude 
however his elastic mind rebounded, 
and he determined to become master 
himself. Possessed in no mean de- 
gree of the “ ingenium velox,” and 
** qudacia perdite’”’ so necessary for 
such an enterprise, and nage a keen 
anticipation of the time when his 
ternal ears were to be greeted with 
* Papa, Timmy wants new shves,” be 
thought he could not do better than 
turn lecturer. Many circumstances, 
however, besides the mere impulse of 
ambition, and a presentiment of the 
wants of lisping infancy, conspired to 
fix him in this choice, and to inspire 
him with the hopes of success. But a 
dispute with a deceased professor, as 
it separated him from the College and 
annulled his expectationsof preferment 
in that quarter, confirmed him more 
fully in this resolution. Much about 
this time, too, the “ demon of Cor- 
sica” had “let slip the dogs of war” 
upon the Peninsula; but that Provi- 
dence which “tempers the wind to 
the shorn lamb,”’ seems to have raised 
Mr. Kinsy as en antidote to the im- 
ding desolation, and, perhaps, be 
Feit himself, by some internal inspira 
tion, that ‘he was reserved for this 
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high destiny. Be this as it may, to 
him, the firing of the first gun that 
announced the passing of the French 
army over the heights of the Sierra 
Morena, was music of that agreeable 
kind, comprising the “ utile dulce,” 
and the suceceding cannonades, tele- 
graphed from the Isle of Leon, were 
pregnant with meaning, for he sa- 
piently conjectured that where there 
was so much noise, it was not too much 
to presume tbat there were sonic bones 
broken also, and that they would of 
course require ** surgical assistance,” 
Besides these manifestations of fortune 
in his favour abroad, the goddess con- 
descended to make known her divine 
will at home, as there was shortly af- 
ter a commission received by the prin- 
cipal practitioners of this cily to send 
out such of their pupils as they consi- 
dered competent to the important du- 
ties of cutting adhesive plaster and of 
atlending as nurses upon the sick.— 
His “ vision” of future success was 
now no longer, “ baseless’? as this 
confirmation of its corzcetness placed 
it upon a stable foundation. To meet 
therefore, this new demand in 4he sur- 
gical market, and to heal the bleeding 
wounds of his countrymen, “a house 
with back concerns” was hired in Pe- 
ter street, and bya summary process of 
mechanism, was copverted into an ana- 
tomical theatre. The establishment 
was no sooner fitted up, than it was 
crowded by a motiey audience of every 
possible shade of character. Apothe- 


caries, old and young, spurning 
their er avocation bade an 
eternal adieu to the pestle and 


their native hamlets, and committed 
themselves to be ground at Mr. 
Kirsy’s mill. The class was numer- 
ous and soon assembled, but there 
was still wanted an appendage to the 
“ concern” to e it complete, for 
the pupils on going to London, were 
required to produce certilicates of at- 
tendance at some Hospital. An Hos- 
pital was therefore added, of dubious 
character, no doubt; but the form, 
and not the substance, it seems, was _ 
all that was demanded by the Exami- 
nereon the other side of the channel. 
There was then no ** Lancer” to set 
them right—to expose the evil ten. 
denties of professional chicane— and 
to unravel the sophisticated webs of 
reviewers, whose accommodatin 

creed consists in the convertibility o 
truth into falsehood. But to return— 
in this celebrated La charité of Peter- 
street, there was bul one bed, and we 
assure our readers that when we vi- 
sited the place, there was no bottom 
in the same, When a case, however, 
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presented itself, remediable by Oreos, 
the scattered members of the bed were 
collected, and if the result of the ope- 
ration happened to be favourable, it 
was whaehoowe in due course through 
the medium of the morning journals. 

Such was the origin of this Lustitu- 
tion, and of Mr. Kiray’s fame—com- 
menciong in a favourable combination 
of circumstances, and carried to its 
present maturity by a singular acute- 
ness—a property seldom found con- 
nected with the higher order of mental 
attributes, that are too often useful to 
all but their pessessors. 

Surrqunded as Mr. Kirey is with a 
multitude of extraneous appendages, 
and yet so intimately blended with 
them all,.so that it may well be said 
“ Mens agitat molem, et magno se cor- 
pore miscet,” how can- we attempt to 
grapple with so complicated a subject, 
ignorant as we are of those arts he has 
made subservient to the extension of 
his professional celebrity ?. The grace-~ 
ful swing of his chaise, as it plays upon 
the obedient springs would learn to be 
communicated by his own more versa- 
tile movements—in the solemn rumb- 
ling of its wheels, imaginetion conjures 
up the awe-inspiring pathos of his 
oratory. And in the varnished stifi- 


ness and profusion fof its embellish- 
ments, fancy cannot fail of finding a 
similitude for the gaudy tints of his 


rhetorical tulips. “All,” indeed, 
“are but parts of one stupendous 
whole.” The very horses as they toss 
their beads on high, seem proud of 
their subjection to so stately a master, 
the light azure livery and silver {ace 
of the mortal Phzton, holding the 
reins, are but the creation of bis fertile 
invention; and the military shoulder 
knots of a blooming boy, perched like 
another Ariel upon the box behind, 
are emblematic of his picturesque taste. 
The entire equipage looks big with 
importance, and as it flouts your gaze 
in its rapid motion over the muttering 

avements, you would think fortune 

rself was dragged into captivity at 
its wheels. In acity where merit and 
prosperity are considered as cause and 
effect, such artifice is by no means 
unnecessary to insure success, nor 
should we censure the adoption, when 
coniined within the bounds of modera- 
tion. But the practice is ofsuch easy 
attainment, that it bas been very gene- 
rally abused, fur since Mr. Kiapy’s 
success. in this way has been known, 
his example has been followed by a 
host of imitators. We can scarcely 

ass a street thal we do not meet num- 

rs of those busy idlers, who to all 


but themselves, appear overwhelmed 


with practice. One hurries away in a 
hired gig to No. 0; another is ail mud 
to the couttare on, horseback, alter 
a profitless excursion to the Rock ; 
and a third, an humble pedestrian, 
“plods his weary way” through the 
crowd, to be seen in the vicinity of 
some door with a mufiled rapper.— 
This precedent has doomed us to still 
greater afflictions, “all quit their 
spheres and rush into the skies,” we 
have lecturers on surgery whose ope- 
rations were confine to the opening 
of avein, and who retail “ Coopren’s 
Dictionary, at stated prices and hours ; 
in short, we have hospitals without 
patients, and patients without sur. 
geons,—and professors in all the 
oLoeies at the tender age of twenty- 
one! Thanks to Mr. Kirey for this 
race of beardiess Esculapians. We 
sincerely hope “they wiil increase 
and multiply,” as the scriptural 
mandate enjoineth, and that they wiil 
beget didactive abortions to the end of 
the chapter. Few of them bowever 
will be able to rival their grand 
prototype, in being the founders of so 
protitable an establishment as Peter. 
street. Indeed we think ‘t improbable 
that any individual however zealous in 
the cause of charity and science will 
ever come up to the unapproachable 
perfection at which Mr. Kinpy has ar- 
rived. In every art there has been 
some extraordinary personage with 
whose name excellence is assoviated, 
In poetry we have but one Homer—a 
Demostuenes in oratory—a Warren 
in the Stranp—and only one Kirgsy in 
the whole world. He has embodied 
himself with the public mind. He lives 
upon their lips, and has made himself, 
a locul habitation” in their breath.— 
Wonder and mystery are the attributes 
of his name. The citizens look upon 
him with feelings of a doubtful nature, 
aud the inhabiiants in his neighbour- 
heod are strongly impressed that his 
nighis are spent in the exhumation of 
the dead, and accordingly take every 
recaution to secure their departed 
riends by depth of grave and quick 
roche-lime, from his Mausolean depre- 
dations. ‘The Irish have been long 
| dubbed a superstittous race of beings, 
| but we cannot now strip them of their 
fair fame ; indeed there are stories told 
of Mr. Kirgy, that would Lend to prove 
| Lhe assertion and to place him far bey- 
| ond Prince in{the mira~ 
culous.”” Has any person been scalded 
to‘death iw the pariieus of the liberty ? 
The unfortunate victim of hot water 
and whiskey was restored to life by 
some sanative application of Mr Kirpy.. 
Has a gentlentan’s horse_run away and 
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broke his master’s neck. Mr. Kirpy 
was accidentally passing at the time 
awd-set all to rights in an instant. 1 
a barrel of gunpowder explodes at the 
quarries of Dunieary and has sent five 
er six of the workmen on an acronau- 
tic expedition ; the melancholy acci- 
dent is detailed next day in the Free- 
man or Saunders; the sly parrgraph 
usually ending with, “ Mr. Kienyis in 
attendance, and entertains some hopes 
of their recovery.” The ephemeral 
publicity tobe derived from newspaper 
Rotices, though very useful, was not 
sufficient for Mr. Krrsy. ‘The fascina- 
tion of authorism on a more extensive 
scale had too manycharms to he resist- 
ed, and yielding to the temptation, he 
committed himsell to the Press in a se- 
ven shilling octavo of sixty or seventy 
pages. It contained many successful 
cases and an essay laudatory of the vir- 
tues of Stramonium in yarious nervous 
We had it in contemplation 
celebrate the “Stramonium Redivi- 
vom,” ina dirge over the other cx- 
Narcotics, and had written as 
as the following stanza: 
' And what is opium but a-name ? 
A drowsy drug at best, 
' A dose to dull the febrile flame, 
And lull the wreteb to rest ! 
When the Muse of Pharmacy inter- 
sing compelled us to desist with 
succeeding lines on Mr. Kirsy’s 
* Killing Duleinea.” 
Srramontium’s still an sound, 
Not worth a pinch of snuff ; 
By ull despised or only found, 
In Krrsy’s modest “ Purr.” 
Yet this work of Mr. Krasy’s met 
with the most unqualified praise in the 
Medical Repository, no doubt a “ fel- 
low feeling makes us wondrous kind.” 
Frogs instinctively croak in concert. 
From those outposts of his being, 
where, although absent, he may be 
said to be present; if man live in his 
works, we shall pass to the considera- 
tion of him “ who bounds, connects, 
and equals all,” in the capacity of 
hecturer. OF all professional recrea- 
s, tous an {Introductory Lecture 
has been at all times the most amusing. 
We have always looked upon such an 
exhibition a sort barometric*test, 
to estimate the extent of the speaker’s 
wers, The subject being extlusive- 
Fy at his own option, will determine 
iw some measure his judgment and 
resources. The execution admitting 
ofthe oom degree of literary polish, 
may lead us to ferm some idea of his 
taste. And in the delivery, by a spe- 
cies of lynx-eyed observations, fanciful, 
perhaps, we imagine we cau discover 


whicb_may escape the 
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vision of the uninitiated in the art of 
sketching. rthened with such pro- 
pensities itis mo wonder if we should 
indulge them by taking a walk to 
Peter Street, at the opening of the 
winter campaign. There is at this 
— a kind of golden sympathy 
tween pupils and professors. During 
the entire month of October, there are 
various reports afloat, and sundry 
preparations made to attract atten- 
tion. The college depends upon the 
strength of its Museum, and Mr. 
Todd’s nastLoquism. Mr. M‘Cartne 
of the University, to other physidlogi- 
cal attractions, adds the sacrilice of a 
fat rabbit to demonstrate the gastric 
fluid. But horribile dictu, Mr. Kirby 
ail eompetition venturin 
upon the nine lives of a Car! Well, 
then, we may suppose that.the vic- 
tim is bound neck and heels upon the 
altar, and to keep up the illusion, that 
the physiological high priest is con- 
sulting bis oracles in the snug little 
cot behind the theatre, and that all 
without is impatient for his entrance. 
The opening of the door “ gives dread- 
ful note of preparation,” and ina 
moment the roofrocks with deafening 
huzzas. The dnsty skeletons shake 
off their venerable coats, and seem to 
tremble into momentary animation, 
while the spirit of. applause “ moving 
upon the waters” of antiseptic Inish- 
owen, curls their surface into circling 
undulations. Nor can the devoted Gri- 
maikin be allthis time a silent specta- 
tor, but adding his melodious mews 
to-the harmony already existing, leaves 
nothing to be desired, as Haggi Baba 
has it, by the lovers-of discord. “ Ut 
primum placati animi et trepida ora 
ueirunt,” or rendéred into fanniiar 
nglish tor the occasion, 
“When noodle’s heels had ceased the 
boards to batter, 
“ And bo teed: tongue forgot its noisy 
clatter,’ 
The Leciurer proceeds to the ‘table, 
and dispatches poor puss! Havin 
done so, he exhibits the gastric flur 
and relates many wonders of the all 
dissolving qualities of this fluid. His 
manner is an admirable comment on 
his minds ‘The sympathy between . 
both is strikingly manifest. Eve 
muscle seems in the most practise 
subjection to his will. Both.mind and 
vody are strained to the hignest pitch, 
to produce effect. The tip-toe attitude: 
and rapid gesture, indicate in astron 
manner, the throes of ambition an 
struggles for popularity that are going 
on within. In his countenance reso- 
nant of brass, you can easily see 


self possession and confidence’ 
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which he has fought his bustling wa 
through the world,and scared death 
from the imagination of manya des- 
ponding invatid. He certainly posses- 
ses some requisites for speaking, and 
with the audience he usually addresses, 
he passes for an accomplished medical 
orator. A great deal of his success 
depended aponthis method. Persons 
who have never asked themselves why 
they are pleased, and who have never 
analyzed the merits of any proposilion 
are easily satislied: they go to hear 
him for a certain purpose—to 
amazed,—aad do not wish to deprive 
themselves of the pleasure by the fool- 
ish labour of criticizing. It is no 
wonder, then, that his turgid declama- 
tioa, set off by theatric fits and starts, 
has passed with such pessons for elo- 
quence. Thesubject, too, Physiology, 
isfavourable to the deception. Full 
of mystery, and words of Grecian 
cuphony, it is weli adapted for Mr. 
Kirby’s declamatory style. Tropes 
and figures jostle each other for prece- 
dence, and find in the corresponding 
vebemence of his action a faithful 
diagram, and an appropriate vehicle 
of conveyance in the affected intona- 
tions of his voice. He scorns the 
trammels of regular composition, and 
would think it a profanation were he 
to express the most simple idea with- 
out concealing ils meaning, under a 
drapery of sesqui pedalia verba. There 
are two errors tnto either of which, 
speakers under Mr. Kinpy’s circum- 
stances must fall; the one is dulness 
—the other, and. by far the worst, 1s 
bombast. He that has never performed 
experiments must be content with 
detailing those of others, and however 
judiciously he may execute the task,his 
efforts can never possess that originali- 
ty, which personal observation alone 
can bestow. Hence those puling, je- 
june effusions that are annuaily inflict- 


ed upon young dissectors, byteachers of 


anatomy in publicand private theatres. 
If on the other hand the speaker, to 
avoid being dull, attempts to raise a 
fabric of his own upon the deductions 
of others, he runs a great risk of rival- 
ling Mr. Kirpy, whom the situation 
of a muscle, or ghe course of a nerve, 
leads into as pompous a description as 
if he had been treating the most im- 

rtant subject. This is not so much 
| mat the want of talent, as from a difi- 
ciency of material to work upon ; for 
of the former article he has rather an 
abundant supply. But, having no 
foundation to build upon, the conse- 
quences we have just alluded to, are 
inevitable. he flounders 
away in the beaten track, “ paints the 
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lily” of other men’s “creation, and 
* vilds the celined gold” of their in- 
dustry; and, like the bellows-hblower 
who fancied himself a fine musician, 
heis quitein raptures with all he re- 
peats, as if it were the legitimate off- 
spring of his own brain. The fond 
Laopamia expiring in the embraces of 
aphantom, could not have looked 
more romantic or lanquishingly lovely 
than Mr. Kiray wien the rosin-light- 
nings of his eyes softening into a cé- 
lestial repose behind the downcast 
lids, he seems to contemplate in the 
distance some important object.—Oh ! 
it was nothing but the shadow of his 
own greatness, the constant tenant of 
his imagination. Anon, he recovers 
from the self-admiring swoon, and la- 
bours to make good, in’ the minds of 
his audience, the grandeur of that 
being he communed with in his trance- 
Having regained his balance, once 
more upon the stilts, he stalks upon 
the very “summits of declamation,” 
leaving his audience to look up with 
amazement at bis dizzy elevation. He 
next passes on to comply with that 
annual custom of advising pupils about 
what they should read You would 
really think that Mr. Kirpy, in his 
warmth of recommending classical 
studies, had actually caught fire at the 
sound, and that the beauties of the 
poets and orators of antiquily were as 
familiar to him as household words— 
“nocturna versale manu, versate di- 
urna” was never more ably inculcated, 
Jonn Hunter—the dignity of the me- 
dical profession—and an anathema 
upon all who would dare to practise 
the healing art solely for money, are 
the texts for many a sentence of spon- 
daic longitude. Preaching in those 
cases is of little avail when not fol- 
lowed by example. To talk about 
doctors wearing big wigs, and gold- 
headed canes, and scarlet cloaks, and 
of Presidents sitting in five-and-twen- 
ty-guinca chairs, reveries which Mr, 
Kursy has sometimes indulged in, is 
worse than doing nothing—it is a gra- 
tuitous insult to the feelings of any 
person acquainted with the system of 
education in the schools of medicine 
and surgery in Ireland. Such vapour- 
ing and palaver come with question. 
able propriety from one who was 
the first to oppose improve. 
ment in this neglected art, and who 
has been bimself the prolitic source 
of so much licensed empiricism.— 
How think vou, Mr. Editor, would the 
Great Sir Astiey look, had he seen 
the Professor of a private scheol step 
out of his carriage on his way toa levee 
at our castle, and in all the pomp and 
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glitter of a court dress, diffuse his di- 
vine odours, and the flowers of bis 
oratory over the putrifying mass of a 
dissecting-room? We fancy that the 
lips of the “ Surgical Colossus” would 
curl into a smile of contemptuous scorn 
»at the ludicrous exhibition. But his 
wonder might be still more excited 
had he witnessed the facts upon which 
the tollowing anecdote is founded; 
—Mr. Kuirpy being aware that the 
persons who composed his audicnee 
alt one period were intended tor 
military practice, and fuaithtul in 
the discharge of bis duties, he took 
asventage of every expedient to 
exemplify those cases they would 
have to treat, Gun-shot wounds were of 
of course a favourite theme ; as he bap- 
pened not, however, to have much ex- 
a in this subject, except what 
e could learn from the misfuriunes of 
an occasional duel, he hit upon a very 
ingenious alternative of making up for 
the deficiency. Lt was one of a strange 
description to be sure, but quite cha- 
racteristic of the inventor For the 
pervs of demonstrating the destruc- 
ive effects of tire-arms upon the hu- 
man frame, BuLtey’s acre gave up its 
cleverest treasures for the performance 
of the experiment. ‘The subjects being 
mee with military precision along 
he wall, the Lecturer entered with his 
pistol in his hand, and jevelling the 
mortiferous weapon at the enemy, mag- 
nanimouSly discharged several rounds, 
each followed by repeated bursts of 
applause. As soon as the smoke and 
approbation subsided, then came the 
tug of war. The wounded were ex- 
amined, arteries were taken up, bullets 
were extracted, bones were set, and 
every spectator fancied himself on the 
field of battle, and looked upon Mr. 
Kuinsy as a prodigy of genius and yaiour 
Sor shooting dead men. It is disputed, 
why Mr. Kirsy has discontinued the 
sham battles. Some say that the re- 
turn of peace has rendered his explo- 
sions unnecessary, but others with 
more truth aflirm that the memorable 
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|pistols with which he was w ont to de 
such execution upon the dead, were 

uietly delivered up by bim to one of 
the living as be was returning on a 
moon-shiny night in his gig from the 
country. Oh! what a falling off was 
there ! the hero of Perznzoo disarmed 
by a foot-pad. 

Many things more we had to say, 
but the longest day will have an end. 
Alas! thatour light and page too, are 
subject to a similar fate. For had we 
at this moment the power of a Josaua, 
by a twirl of our pen, the taper should 
burn on still in the socket, and our 

aper lengthen as we wrote, uatil Mr. 

Krzpy’s portrait, diflicult as it might 
be to command its camelion head, 
would stand forth relieved in all the 
complexity of descriptive detail. But 
for that purpose, what sheet or mould- 
-six would suilice ? With the expiring 
glimmer that flickers on our sbort 
space, we shall endeavour to say that 
a review of this gentleman’s life, as a 
teacher, affords additional evidence of 
the imperfection of the plau of educa- 
tion at the School of Surgery in Ire- 
land. There we see that the exertions 
of one man, attracted in the very teeth 
ofa Coilege, nearly as many pupils 
as the combined efforts of six proles- 
sors, and two demonstrators, assisted 
by inducements aud appendages. If 
ode person then, can effect so much 
under the disadvantages of a fault 
system, what might not be expect 
from the labours of so many, were they 
directed by the dictates of common 
sense? We will not, however, enter 
upon this important but neglected 
subject, until the rubbish of the old 
ruin is completely removed. Unpro- 
mising as the task may appear, we do 
nol entirely despair, but like Georncs 
Paimrose, in his adverse rambies, 
begin to learn the “‘ knack of boping,’ 
and conclude with bim, that as we are 
now ai the bottom of the wheel, the 
next revolution may elevate, but can- 
not depress us to a lower state. 
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